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CONFIDENTIAL BUDAPEST 4324 
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TAGS: PDIP, EG, HU 

SUBJECT: HUNGARIAN REACTION TO CLOSURE OF ITS CULTURAL CENTER 
IN CAIRO 

1 . SUMMARY: HUNGARIAN MFA LODGED PROTEST WITH EGYPTIAN 
EMBASSY HERE DEC 8 OVER CLOSURE OF HUNGARIAN CULTURAL 
CENTER IN CAIRO. SUBSEQUENTLY HUNGARIAN MEDIA HAVE CHARAC- 
TERIZED HUNGARIAN REACTION AS DEFINITE BUT MODERATE. MEDIA 
AND GOH CONTINUE VIEW NEGATIVELY SADAT'S RECENT MOVES BUT 
DO NOT IGNORE POSSIBILITY THAT SOMETHING CONSTRUCTIVE MAY 
RESULT. END SUMMARY. 

2. MFA CALLED IN EGYPTIAN AMBASSADOR DEC 8 TO PROTEST "THE 
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UNFRIENDLY AND UNJUSTIFIED ACT BY WHICH EGYPTIAN GOVERN- 
MENT CLOSED HUNGARIAN CULTURAL INSTITUTE IN CAIRO." 

IT ASSERTED THAT CENTER HAD ONLY ENGAGED IN PROMOT- 
ING CULTURAL AND SCIENTIFIC RELATIONS AND PLACED 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR CONSEQUENCES OF ACTION 
ON GOVERNMENT OF UAR. MEDIA DEC 10-13, IN PARTICULAR IN 
GOVERNMENT NEWSPAPER AND RADIO, ALSO OBJECTED. THEY 
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ALLEGED EGYPTIANS HAD SAID THEY WERE CLOSING 
CULTURAL CENTER BECAUSE OF PRESS CRITICISM IN 
HUNGARY OF SADAT'S MIDDLE EAST POLICY. THEN THEY 
ASSERTED IN NO WAY COULD SUCH CRITICISM BE CONSIDERED 
AS INTERFERENCE IN EGYPT'S INTERNAL AFFAIRS. 

3. HUNGARIAN RADIO COMMENTATOR PAL IPPER NOTED THAT 
APPARENTLY USG WAS NOT HAPPY ABOUT STEPS SADAT HAD 
TAKEN TO RESTRICT TIES WITH HIS ARAB OPPONENTS AND 
WITH SOCIALIST COUNTRIES. THIS BECAUSE U.S. WISHED 

TO KEEP DOOR OPEN FOR COLLABORATION WITH OTHER ARAB 
STATES AND SOVIET UNION. IMPLICATION WAS THAT LATTER 
ALSO WISHED TO KEEP DOOR OPEN TO FUTURE MIDDLE EAST 
COLLABORATION WITH U.S. 

4. EGYPTIAN AMBASSADOR HERE, WHO HAS SUFFERED MINOR 
HARASSMENT FROM HUNGARIANS DURING PAST WEEK , TOLD US PRIVATELY 
THAT HIS GOVERNMENT MAY HAVE MISSED BOAT IN NOT LEAVING 

A CULTURAL CENTER OF ONE OF SOCIALIST STATES OPEN TO 
DIFFERENTIATE BETWEEN MORE MODERATE VIEWS OF SOME 
SOCIALIST STATES LIKE HUNGARY IN DISTINCTION WITH MORE 
VOCIFEROUSLY EXPRESSED VIEWS OF OTHER SOCIALIST STATES. 

(THIS MAY, HOWEVER, HAVE CAUSED DIFFICULTIES FOR GOH 
WITH SOVIETS.) 

5. COMMENT: HUNGARY CONTINUES TO SEE THE IMPORTANCE 
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OF ITS RELATIONSHIP WITH THE USSR AS OUTWEIGHING ITS 
STAKE IN THE MIDDLE EAST. IT, THEREFORE, CONTINUES TO 
FOLLOW A POLICY WHICH IS CONSISTENT WITH THE SOVIET 
POLICY ON ALL ESSENTIAL POINTS. AT SAME TIME, GOH 
WISHES PRESERVE REATIONS WITH EGYPT AND TO AVOID 
ANTAGONIZING U.S. ON AN ISSUE IT HAS LITTLE HOPE OF 
INFLUENCING ITSELF. IT ALSO BELIEVES THAT SOCIALIST 
COUNTRIES AND RADICAL ARABS SHOULD NOT TAKE STEPS 
WHICH WOULD PRECLUDE FUTURE COLLABORATION WITH EGYPT 
AND U.S. IT HAS THEREFORE RETAINED AS LOW A PROFILE 
AS POSSIBLE, NOT SPEAKING OUT OFTEN NOR HARSHLY IN ITS 
OWN PRESS OR IN PUBLIC FORA. WE EXPECT THE GOH TO 
CONTINUE TO TAKE THIS STANCE. 

KAISER 
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